STAT 

Declassified in Part - Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2012/09/20 : CIA-RDP90-00965R000302640050-5 
0/ ARTICLE APPEARED new YORK TIKES 

OB PA&E n~/ tL 2 JUNE 1963 

Book Portrays Kissinger as a 
Double-Dealer in ’6& 


By BERNARD GWERTZMAN 

Sped*J to Tbe New Yortt Timas 

WASHINGTON, June 1 — Henry A. 
Kissinger is described in a new book as 
so eager to have a high office in Govern- 
ment in the late 1960’s that he offered 
confidential advice to both the Demo- 
crats and the Republicans in the 1968 
Presidential campaign, , 

After the candidate for whom he! 
worked, Nelson A. Rockefeller, lost in 
tbe Republican convention that July to 
Richard M. Nixon, Mr. Kissinger of- 
fered to share the Rockefeller cam- 
paign’s derogatory files on Mr. Nixon 
with Vice President Hubert H. Hum- 
phrey, then the front-running Demo- 
cratic candidate, Seymour M. Hersh 
writes in his book, “The Price of 
Power: Kissinger in the Nixon White 
House.” 

Mr. Hersh says the offer was made to 
Zbigniew Brzezinski, a Humphrey ad- 
viser who was to become President Car- 
ter’s national security adviser in 1977. 
Mr. Kissinger was to become Mr. Nix- 
on’s national security adviser and, 
later, his Secretary of State. 

But in September, the book continues, 
after the Democratic convention had 
nominated Mr. Humphrey and Mr. 

I Nixon was the clear favorite in the 
polls, Mr. Kissinger telephoned Rich- 
ard V. Allen, Mr. Nixon’s foreign policy] 
adviser, and offered to provide inside 
information through friends and associ- 
ates in the Johnson Administration on 
what was happening in tbe secret ne- 
gotiations in Paris on ending the Viet- 
nam War. 

Contacts Not Widely Known 

Mr. Nixon has written in his memoirs < 
that Mr. Kissinger provided him with 
“information about the bombing halt” 
ordered by President Johnson just be- 
fore the 1968 election and that this was a 
factor in his deciding to offer Mr. Kis- 
singer the job of national security ad- 
viser after the successful election. But 
Mr. Kissinger’s contacts with the Hum- 
phrey camp were not widely known, 
j Mr. Hersh quotes Ted Van Dyk, an 
aide to the late Mr. Humphrey, as say- 
ing that in late October, at a time when 
Mr. Humphrey had started to rise in the 
polls and Mr. Kissinger was aiding the 
Nixon camp, Mr. Kissinger wrote a let- 
ter to Mr. Humphrey criticizing Mr. 
j Nixon and offering his services, 
j The book quotes Mr. Van Dyk as say- 
1 ing that “I remember Henry as being a 
botb-sides-of-the-street kind of guy.” 


But when reached today at a conference 
in Bonn, Mr. Van Dyk said that while he 
could confirm talking about the Kissin- 
ger letter, he does not remember saying 
that about Mr. Kissinger. 

When asked for his reaction to the 
book, Mr. Kissinger replied through his 
office that he would have no comment 
because be had not seen it. 

Names a CXA. Informer 

The book draws on previously pub- 
lished memoirs by both Mr. Nixon and 
Mr. Kissinger, as well as other books, 
and from 1,000 interviews that Mr. 
Hersh said he conducted over four 
years. 

Among other things, Mr. Hersh says 
in his book that Morarji R. Desai, a 
prominent political figure in India who 
b ecam e Prime Minister in 1977, was a 
paid informer for the Cen tral ln telli- 
gence Agency after his falling out with 
Prime Minister Indira Gandhi in 1967. 

I Mr. Hersh attributes this to “former 
| American intelligence officials” and 
quotes them as having “recalled” that 
Mr. Desai was paid $20,000 yearly dur- 
ing the Johnson Administration and 
possibly into the Nixon Administration. 

On another topic, Mr. Hersh says 
that, in 1969, as part of an effort to force 
an end to the Vietnam War, Mr. Nixon 
planned to threaten Hanoi with serious 
military consequences unless it negoti- 
ated seriously by Nov. 1, the anniver- 
sary of the Johnson decision to stop 
bombing North Vietnam. 

This was previously divulged by Mr. 
Nixon and Mr. Kissinger, but Mr. Hersh 
adds the disclosure that among the con- j 
tingencies discussed by Mr. Kissinger’s ! 
staff was the detonation t>f a nuclear de- 
vice to block roads from China to North 
Vietnam. He also says the Strategic Air 
Command was put on a 29-day combat 
alert in October 1969, but that in the end 
nothing came of the planning. In his 
memoirs, Mr. Kissinger said Mr. Nixon 
“never pursued the threat seriously.” 

The book also refers to long-standing 
rumors that Mr. Nixon received mil- 
j lions of dollars of support from the mili- 
tary junta that ran Greece in tbe late 
1960’s and early 1970’s. Mr. Hersh 
writes that the House Intelligence Com- 
mittee received sworn but unpublished 
evidence in 1976 from Henry A. Tasca, 
who had been Ambassador to Greece, 
that Thomas A. Pappas, a Republican 
fund-raiser, had “served as a conduit” 
to tbe Nixon campaign from the Greek 
Government in 1968. 


Although Mr. Hersh says there is no 
firsthand proof that the United States ; 
was responsible for the coup that un- 
seated Prince Norodom Sihanouk as 
Cambodia’s leader in 1970, he writes 
that Samuel R. Thornton, a Navy intel- 
ligence specialist in Saigon, said Ameri- 
cans had made contact earlier with Lon 
Nol, who eventually led the coup, under 
the code name “Sunshine Park.” Mr. 
Hersh said this is “hard-to-ignore evi- 
dence that at least some officials in the 

I American Government were actively 
encouraging the overthrow of Sihanouk 1 
before 1970.” 

Efforts to reach Mr. Thorton and Mr. 
Pappas by telephone were unavailing. 

Discussion of Personal Strains 

Mr. Hersh, a former reporter for The 
New York Times, Won the Pulitzer 
Prize for reporting on the My Lai mas- 
sacre. 

Much of his new book is taken up with , 
discussion of the personal strains within ; 
the Nixon Administration, including the | 
well-known efforts of Mr. Kissinger to ( 
undercut the effectiveness of both Sec- 
retary of State William P. Rogers and 
Secretary of Defense Melvin R. Laird. 
Mr. Hersh says, for example, that Mr. 
Rogers’s Middle East peace-making ef- 
forts in 1969-71 failed because of Mr. 
Kissinger’s “spite” in refusing to coop- 
erate. 

The book gives only passing credit to 
tbe Nixon Administration for its open- j 
ing to China, the conclusion of strategic j 
arms accords and the ending of the j 
American involvement in Vietnam. 

Mr. Hersh said neither Mr. Nixon nor 
Mr. Kissinger would consent to his re- 
peated requests for interviews in 
preparing the book. 

He says Mr. Kissinger, in sharing 
confidential information with the Nixon 
camp, “would have astonished his 
friends in the Paris delegation who con- 
tinued to trust him in the weeks before 
the elections as part of the team seeking 
a settlement of the Vietnam War.” 

Mr. Hersh quotes John N. Mitchell, 
Mr. Nixon’s campaign manager, as 
saying: “Henry’s information was 
basic. We were getting all our informa- 
I tion from him.” 

In his memoirs from that period, Mr. 
Kissinger said several Nixon emis- 
saries called him after he returned to 
Harvard, where he was a professor, 
after the Republican convention of 1968. 
“I took the position,” Mr. Kissinger 
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wrote, “that I would answer specific 
questions on foreign policy, but that I 
would not offer general advice or volun- 
teer suggestions. This was the same*re- 
sponse 1 made to the Humphrey staff ?' 

He said the only question he was 
asked came from Mr. Mitchell, who 
wanted to know if be thought the John- 
son Administration would agree to a 
bombing halt before the election. Mt. 
Kissinger said he replied that ~he 
thought one would *be worked out kpd 
therefore “I advised against making an 
issue of it. ” T . 

He said Mr. Mitchell checked that 
opinion with him once or twice during 
the campaign and gave him the tele- 
phone number of H. R. Haldeman to 
call if he got “hard “information. Bht, 
be said, “I never used it.* * 

Mr. Hersh says that Mr. Allen 
ceived a phone call from Mr. Kissinger 
12 hours before Mr. Johnson announced 
the bombing halt. Mr. Kissinger “excit- 
edly announced,” Mr. Hersh says, that 
“I’ve got important information,” then 
went on to decribe that an accord had 
been reached in Paris allowing the halt 
in the bombing. T 1 

“My attitude was that it was inevita- 
ble that Kissinger would have to be part 
of our administration,” Mr. Allen 'told 
Mr. Hersh^ “Kissinger had proven his 
mettle by tipping us.” " " 

Mr. Allen served as national security 
adviser to President Reagan for a year. 
In a telephone interview today, he* the 
accuracy of his quotations in the Hersh 
book. - - 
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